
DRAFT

Minutes of Meeting of the
Greensboro Noise Ordinance Committee

January 26, 2015

Present: Lenny Schiavone, Erwin “Junior” Salls, Jr., Susan Wood, Anne Harbison, 'Cilla Bonney-
Smith, Peter Romans, Tom Anastasio.
Also Present:  Charlie McAteer, Bethany McAteer

The meeting was opened at 7:06 p.m. by Peter. 

Minutes of the January 13th meeting approved unanimously as written.

Sue presented an email response she received from Catherine Donnelly of the Lakeview Inn.  The 
response gives Ms. Donnelly's perspective on a Greensboro Noise Ordinance.  Sue's original email 
asked Ms. Donnelly to contact her to discuss any potential impact on the Lakeview Inn business and to 
get Ms. Donnelly's thoughts about noise in the village.   A copy of the Donnelly response is attached.

'Cilla stated that she wants to “go back to square one” and not have a noise ordinance.  She noted that 
she enjoys the loud music from the Lakeview Inn and doesn't understand why it's a problem.  Lenny 
noted that 'Cilla lives considerably further from Lakeview than he does.  Junior agreed with 'Cilla and 
characterized a noise ordinance as “penalizing the town.” He further stated that “in his neighborhood, 
you just talk to your neighbor.”   Sue noted that the village is both residential and commercial and a 
balance must be maintained between those uses.

Peter said that police and other reports make it clear that noise at the Lakeview Inn is not the only 
problem; complaints to the police have been made from lakeshore locations as well.  He further made 
the point that noise is perceived by more than a few Greensboro residents as a large enough problem 
that it has been included in DRB conditional use permits for the GAAR theater and for the Yoga 
facility.  Charlie McAteer objected to this characterization of why GAAR's conditional use permit 
contains a prohibition on outside amplified sound and on use of the facility for wedding receptions. 

Sue called for the Committee to focus on what is to be discussed at Town Meeting.  She said that Town 
Meeting will provide a good indicator of whether residents want a noise ordinance.  She said that if 
there is sufficient support for an ordinance (not necessarily a majority – for example 40% would be 
indicative) a further town meeting should be scheduled to work out the details.  Sue stated that, since 
the Town Meeting vote is not binding on the Selectboard, she is willing to have Lenny's draft ordinance
presented even though she does not agree with every detail of the draft..

Junior suggested that the town should enforce mediation rather than have an ordinance.  Discussion by 
the Committee on how this might be implemented, how it could have an effect on noise issues, and 
whether it would be binding on the parties involved led to rejection of the idea by all other Committee 
members.  Anne said it would open a “big can of worms.”  Peter said it would end up being expensive 
because legal involvement would be inevitable.  Sue said that it would necessarily be “after the fact” 



and might not have an impact on future events unless it had the force of an ordinance.

The Committee discussed the salient points of Lenny's draft.  Lenny pointed out that it differs from his 
previous draft (and is closer to Megan's draft) in that it allows all construction noise between 6am and 
9pm, the prohibition against more than one noise permit (to allow otherwise prohibited noise) a year is 
deleted, and the prohibition against noise permits for commercial enterprises is deleted.

Lenny moved that the Secretary prepare a brief extract of the draft ordinance (now to be called a 
“sample ordinance”) for attendees at Town Meeting.  The Secretary will also write an article for the 
Hardwick Gazette, the Greensboro Association website, the Town website, and for distribution at Town
Meeting; the article will explain the sample ordinance.  The motion was seconded by 'Cilla and adopted
unanimously by voice vote.   The Secretary will email the extract and the article to Committee 
members.  Unless one or more Committee members objects, the Chair will publish the materials.

The Committee deems its work done; no further meetings are envisioned.

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm

Respectfully submitted:  Thomas Anastasio, Committee Secretary




